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HOSHINOYA Taketomi Island (Taketomi Island, Okinawa) 

Enjoy time together looking up at the Milky Way 

Tingara Picnic on a Starry Night 
Dates: June 8th – 26th, July 8th – 25th, and August 17th – 23rd, 2020 

 

 

HOSHINOYA Taketomi Island, a resort located on Taketomi Island in Okinawa Prefecture, will offer the 

Tingara*1 Picnic on a Starry Night, where visitors can lie on a sofa by the sea and watch the Milky Way on a 

moonless night, from June 8th to August 23rd, 2020. The HOSHINOYA Taketomi Island staff member 

called the Ishigaki Island Churaboshi Meister will lead the participants to the sofa by the sea while telling 

them things about the night sky, and serve them a vegetable platter and sparkling wine inspired by the 

Milky Way. The Milky Way during the summer is the most beautiful, where guests can enjoy this at a space 

created just for them.  
*1Tingara is the Okinawan word for the Milky Way. 
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The Objective 

In March 2018, the Yaeyama Islands, including Taketomi Island, were designated by the International 

Dark-Sky Association*2 as Japan’s first International Dark Sky Place*3. This indicates that a dark 

environment and beautiful starry sky has been preserved in the Yaeyama area. 

 

The Yaeyama area is at a lower latitude than Tokyo, and is in a favorable location, with 84 of the 88 

officially recognized constellations to be visible from the islands. During summer, the area is often covered 

by the Pacific High, leading to a lot of clear skies, and this is said to be the season when the night sky is at 

its most beautiful.*4 In addition, there are no tall buildings or anything else to block the view on Taketomi 

Island, so the Milky Way can be seen across the full expanse of the sky. This program was born from the 

desire to give guests a special summer experience viewing the Milky Way from Taketomi Island, with no 

light pollution. 

 
*2A nonprofit organization founded in 1988 that is a leader in tackling the problem of light pollution. 
*3Title given to the areas designated by the International Dark-Sky Association as one of the six categories of Dark Sky Place 

recognized under the Dark Sky Place Program, created in 2001. 

Reference: International Dark-Sky Association website http://www.darksky.org/ 
*4Reference: National Astronomical Observatory of Japan website  

https://www.nao.ac.jp/gallery/weekly/2016/20160802-ishigakijima.html 

 

 

 

 

Feature 1: Relax on a sofa by the sea and view the Milky Way 

Participants will view the Milky Way at AIYARU Beach, located about 

five minutes’ by walk from HOSHINOYA Taketomi Island. AIYARU 

Beach is far away from the village, so there are only a few people who 

visit at night, which means that the participants can enjoy the silence 

and listen to the sound of the waves. Also, the picnic will take place on 

a night without much moonlight, so the stars will seem to shine even 

brighter. Guests can lie down together on the sofa to enjoy the magical 

sight of the Milky Way lighting up the night sky of Taketomi Island. 

 

 

 

Feature 2: Adult picnic inspired by the Milky Way 

Participants will enjoy vegetables popular among Taketomi Island 

residents, such as island shallots, green papaya, and purple potatoes, 

together with shima-dofu (Okinawan tofu) cream and foxtail millet miso. 

With a brightly colored glass of sparkling wine in one hand, they can 

eat the Milky Way-inspired vegetable platter while they gaze at the real 

Milky Way. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.darksky.org/
https://www.nao.ac.jp/gallery/weekly/2016/20160802-ishigakijima.html
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Feature 3: Star talk by an Ishigaki Island Churaboshi 

Meister 

Ishigaki Island Churaboshi Meisters, officially recognized by the 

Ishigaki City Tourism Exchange Association, are guides who will 

explain the beauty of the Yaeyama area, where a dark environment 

and beautiful night sky have been preserved. While walking along the 

beach, a HOSHINOYA Taketomi Island member who is an Ishigaki 

Island Churaboshi Meister will talk to the participants about the 

Taketomi Island night sky, mixing in stories about island life and culture. 

 

 

 

“Tingara Picnic on a Starry Night” at a glance 

■ Dates: June 8th – 26th, July 8th – 25th, and August 17th –23rd, 2020 

■ Hours: 8 pm – 9:30 pm        *May vary slightly with the setting of the moon 

■ Fee: ¥30,000/group (excluding tax, service fees, and accommodation) 

■ Included: Milky Way viewing on AIYARU Beach, vegetable platter, sparkling wine, star talk 

■ Capacity: One group (two people) 

■ Booking: Booking required via the official site (https://hoshinoya.com/taketomijima/en/) at least 14 days 

prior 

■ Notes: May be canceled in case of adverse weather. 

    Food provided may change depending on stock conditions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HOSHINOYA Taketomi Island 

Address: Taketomi, Taketomi-cho, Yaeyama-gun, Okinawa 907-1101, Japan 

Transportation: about 10 minutes by ferry from Ishigaki Island; bus shuttle from Taketomi port 

to the hotel 

Reservation Center: +81-(0)50-3786-1144 

Number of rooms: 48 

Check-in: 15:00 Check-out: 12:00 

Nightly price: from 75,000 yen per room (minimum 2 nights) (excluding tax, service charge 

and meals) 

Website: https://hoshinoya.com/taketomijima/en/ 

For inquiries about this press release,  

please contact Hoshino Resorts PR 

global@hoshinoresort.com 

https://hoshinoya.com/taketomijima/en/

