
Winter trip recommendations at KAI

KAI Nikko (Tochigi)

KAI Kinugawa (Tochigi)

Hoshino Resorts KAI 

Experience winter charm at a hot spring ryokan
【Period】 December 1st, 2018 through February 2019 (varies by facility) 

【Target facilities】 Tsugaru, Nikko, Kinugawa, Kawaji, Hakone, Matsumoto, Izumo, Enshu

KAI Izumo (Shimane) KAI Enshu (Shizuoka)

KAI Hakone (Kanagawa)

The nationwide Hoshino Resorts “KAI” brand hot spring ryokans will offer various snow activities and ways to enjoy the superb 
views unique to the areas around each facility that are only available during the winter.

KAI Matsumoto (Shizuoka)

KAI Tsugaru (Aomori)

Relax with the hospitality of

tea at a hot spring ryokan

featuring views of Hamanako

Lake from all rooms.

A luxurious stay where all rooms

come with an open-air bath filled

with Kami-no-yu, or the “God’s

Water”, that gods of Izumo rest in.

A ryokan filled with traditional crafts

and abundant hot springs, where

you can choose from 13 different hot

springs with 8 types of water.

A luxurious and 

tasteful hot spring 

ryokan with a 

stunning view of Lake 

Chuzenji. 

This ryokan, located 

on a small hill, is lit by 

the shining sun 

through the trees and 

features Tochigi folk 

art on display.

Ryokan where all rooms 

have a river view and are

embraced by nature. 

Enjoy a stay where you 

can dine with beautiful

parquet.

Close to Hirosaki, a sparkling 

hot spring ryokan where 

Tsugaru culture shines.



At KAI Enshu, you can experience "Fortune Tea“, a game of drinking tea and guessing the brand and production area of each one,
only during the winter. You can drink and compare the 1st, 2nd and 4th tea (autumn/winter tea) picked this year, and guess which
tea is which while listening to the explanation of each. At the end, a teacup with a lid is handed out to all participants, with only one
teacup containing a standing tea stalk, considered a good omen in Japan, so you can try your luck.

KAI Enshu (Kanzanji Temple Onsen, Shizuoka prefecture)
Fortune Tea

■ Period: December 1st, 2018 to February 28th, 2019 
■ Time: Every 30 minutes from 15:20 *The number of events will change depending on the day.
■ Location: Travel library ■ Price: Free ■ Reservation: At check-in

Shizuoka Prefecture, where KAI Enshu is located, produces two auspicious items—tea and pufferfish.  Because tea 

leaves bud many times from one tree and pufferfish are called "fuku"(Japanese homonym for fortune), they are known 
as lucky items. This winter, KAI Enshu is offering an "Enshu Good Luck Stay" for you to thoroughly enjoy tea and 
pufferfish while increasing your good fortune. 

At night, the lobby lounge turns into a space that recreates the 
“Mountain Pass Tea House“, a place travelers on the Tokaido 
route visited back in the Edo era (1603-1868). You can learn 
about the history and creation process of Hakone traditional 
parquet craftwork via an old-fashioned picture-storytelling form 
and spend time tickling your intellectual curiosity in a calm 
atmosphere.

This winter at KAI Hakone, we will prepare “Good-fortune 
Zenzai”, taking the motif of "Mountain Celebration Zenzai" 
which was eaten to celebrate travelers who risked their lives to 
make it over the Hakone Pass, a notoriously difficult spot on the 
Tokaido route.  The zenzai soup features azuki red beans (which 
act as an amulet) and red and white shiratama sweet-rice balls. 
The soup is paired with amazake sweet rice wine, which the 
travelers drank when climbing the path and is said to have 
enough nutritious value that it is known as a “drinkable IV” in 
Japan.

■ Time: 21:00-22:00 ■ Location: Lobby ■ Reservation: unnecessary ■ Charge: Free

KAI Hakone (Hakone Yumoto Onsen, Kanagawa Prefecture)
Introducing "Good-fortune CHAYA” parquetry to enjoy with "Good-fortune Zenzai" 



At KAI Kinugawa in Tochigi Prefecture, the dining counter “Tochigi Stone Light Bar“ features a beautiful view of 
the courtyard and will open in December. In the courtyard, there are more than 300 lampshades made from Tochigi’s 
famous stone material called ”Ooya-Ishi” which create a fantastic landscape of lights. Enjoy original cocktails at the bar 
while viewing the scenery. The special cocktail uses Tochi-otome (“Tochigi Maiden”) strawberries, the pride of the 
prefecture nicknamed the “Strawberry Kingdom.” Winter is the season for these special berries, which are known for 
their high sugar content and just the right amount of tartness.  You can spend a luxurious time here soaking in the 
romantic Japanese lights.

KAI Kinugawa (Kinugawa Onsen, Tochigi Prefecture)
A beautiful courtyard view of glowing stones at the “Tochigi Stone Light Bar”

■ Period: December 15th to 25th, 2018
■ Time: 22:00-23:00
■ Place: Dining counter seat
■ Fee: 1,000 yen per cup (tax included) * Non-alcoholic drink available
■ Reservation: At front desk when checking-in *Capacity: 10 guests



KAI Matsumoto (Asama Onsen, Nagano Prefecture) White Christmas Concert

Matsumoto City in Nagano Prefecture is also called “Music City" because of its famous reputation as a city of music.  At KAI 
Matsumoto, we will hold a White Christmas themed concert with local musicians in the lobby that features a high ceiling alcove like 
that of a concert hall.  For decorations, we have dried flowers arranged by artists around Matsumoto and the traditional Nordic 
ornament "Himmel" made of straws. Enjoy listening to live music in a space where you can view Matsumoto's winter scenery and the 
various expressions of the snowy mountains—including the North Alps—in a heart-warming and elegant Christmas time.

■ Date and Time: December 1st to 26th, 2018 ■ Time: from 20:15/from 21:00 ■ Location: Lobby ■ Price: Free ■
Reservation: not needed

KAI Izumo (Tamatsukuri Onsen, Shimane Prefecture) Kampai with Japanese "Komodaru Tree“

At KAI Izumo located in Shimane 
prefecture—the alleged birthplace of 
sake—a "Komodaru Tree" made of 
stacked barrels (komodaru) will appear. 
The stacked barrels are over 2 meters 
tall and adorned with Christmas 
decorations and illuminations. In the 
evening, enjoy Japanese sake from 
Shimane prefecture at the restaurant.

Celebrate a unique Christmas at KAI
Izumo with special local sake and an 
original Christmas tree.

■ Date and Time: December 1st to 
26th, 2018
■ Location: Travel library



At KAI Tsugaru in Aomori Prefecture, enjoy warm drinks at the
“Kamakura BAR” inside a Kamakura (snow hut) under the light of
Kogin lanterns.

The path to the bar is decorated with Kogin lanterns which feature
the designs of traditional "Tsugaru Kogin-zashi“ craftwork. The inside
of the Kamakura is also lit up by Kogin lanterns finished with cloth and
Kogin thread.

Hot brandy and cocktails are served inside the Kamakura hut. The
Brandy served is an apple brandy featuring a gorgeous aroma of long-
aged apples from the local distillery. We can also prepare non-alcoholic
apple cocktails to be enjoyed by guests who do not drink alcohol. You
can spend your time in the hut while watching the snowy scenery lit by
the beautiful lanterns.

■ Time: 17:40 to 18:10/18:20 to 18:50/19:50 to 20: 20/20:30 to 21:00
* Up to 3 people in each group, and fully reserved for each of the above four time periods

■ Fee: 1,300 yen per person (Kamakura admission fee/1 drink included) ■ Reservation: Required at front desk on the day

■ Period: February 8th to 28th, 2019 *Depends on snow conditions

KAI Tsugaru (Oomori Onsen, Aomori Prefecture) Kogin Lights at the “Kamakura BAR”

At KAI Tsugaru in Aomori Prefecture, an 8-meter "Kogin tree" will be on 
display, designed with the motif of "Tsugaru Kogin-zashi," a traditional craft 
representative of Aomori.

The tree was modeled by Kogin designer Yamadaka Ichimasa, and consists 
of about 200 tiny acrylic ornaments that reflect changes in light, and is set in 
the alcove of the guest wing. Enjoy a Christmas tree that fuses light and 
Kogin, only available in Tsugaru.

■ Period: December 1st to 26th, 2018
■ Location: Alcove space in the guest wing

KAI Tsugaru (Oomori Onsen, Aomori Prefecture)
Traditional “Kogin Tree" craftwork with Tsugaru Kogin-zashi motif



KAI Kawaji (Kawaji Onsen, Tochigi Prefecture)
"Sato Trip Preparation" to enjoy the "Yumikagawa Onsen Kamakura Festival"

At KAI Kawaji, we will escort you as you wear these
traditional winter clothes to go to the Japan Nighttime
Scen ic Her i tage-selected "Yukishigawa Onsen
Kamakura Festival."

You can wear the Mino straw raincoat and straw
shoes that have been utilized traditionally for years in
the Satoyama mountain villages. Mino is a type of
rainwear made by knitting straw and is worn over
clothes to block rain and snow. These Mino raincoats
and straw shoes used in the snowy heavy areas are said
to be the “priceless wisdom” of the Satoyama villages for
surviving the cold, harsh winters. You can experience
this traditional wisdom exclusively at KAI Kawaji.

After completing your preparation, we will offer
warm drinks and an original guidebook with highlights
of the Kamakura Festival. With these in hand, we will
depart for the "Yunishigawa Onsen Kamakura Festival“
that features 1,000 small candle-lit Kamakura snow huts
on the bank of the Yunishigawa River.

■ Period: Late January to early March 2019 (tentative)
* Will align with the "Yunishigawa Onsen Kamakura

Festival" mini-igloo lighting day
■ Time: 16:30-19:00
■ Location: Lobby Yosatoyama Studio-Nikko City Yunishigawa
Onsen street
■ Contents: Satoyama warm traditional clothes such as Mino
and straw shoes (limited quantity/rental), hot drinks, original
guidebook
■ Reservation: Advance booking required, details will be on
KAI Kawaji WEB site (to open around November 2018)

This year at KAI Kawaji, we will again operate a free shuttle bus to the venue of the popular "Yunishigawa Onsen Kamakura 
Festival" selected as a "Japan Nighttime Scenic Heritage."  In order to make this event more enjoyable, we will offer a "Sato Trip 
Preparation“ exclusively for customers who use the shuttle bus. You can get ready for the special event by donning a traditional 
Mino straw raincoat and straw shoes worn in the Satoyama mountain villages during the snowy season. 



A Sunset View and ‘Strawberry Yōkan Fondue'

KAI Nikko (Chuzenji Onsen, Tochigi prefecture) “Scenic Strawberry Stay" 

During the period when you can see the morning sunrise glow over

Lake Chuzenji, we will offer two kinds of strawberries as an "Omeza*" 
wake up treat along with Japanese sweets from Toshogu Shrine-
related "Oshiyama" sweet shop and sparkling strawberry sake.
*Omeza: In the past, there was a tradition of giving a small sweet to a 
child as soon as they woke up, which is called Omeza. 

■ Period: December 1st, 2018 to February 28th, 2019
* Excluding December 28th, 2018 to January 4th, 2019

■ Time: 6:30-7:30
■ Location: 2nd Floor Travel Library
■ Price: 1,890 yen (tax included)
■ Reservation: 18:00 the day before at front desk (10 servings only)

Oku-Nikko‘s sunset is a magnificent view that can be seen 

throughout the year, but the vivid contrast between the sun and 
snow on the Nikko mountains right in front of you is only visible 
during the winter. Enjoy locally-produced Yōkan Azuki fondue, a 
KAI Nikko original sweet where you dip the season’s fresh 

strawberries into warm Yōkan bean jelly, while gazing at the 
peaceful season view.
■ Period: December 1st, 2018 to February 28th, 2019

* Excluding December 28th, 2018 to January 4th, 2019 
■ Time: 15:30-18:00
■ Location: 2nd Floor Travel Library
■ Price: 1,890 yen (tax included)
■ Reservation: 17:00 the day before at front desk (10 servings 

only)

Sunrise Glow and "Strawberry Omeza"

What is KAI?

KAI is a leading brand of luxury boutique hot spring ryokans. Every establishment offers a

contemporary take on the traditional Japanese inn, providing unique, location-specific

experiences—from exclusive activities to specialty suites—designed to immerse guests in the

lavish world of Japanese regional craftsmanship.


